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ISAIAH vi, 14; 15, 16. 


THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN; 
BenorLD, A VIRGIN $HALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SoN, 
AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMM ANUEL: — BUTTER 
AND HONEY SHALL HE EAT, THAT HE MAY KNOW TO RE= 
FUSE THE EVIL AND CHOOSE THE GOOD : — For BEFORE 
THE CHILD SHALL KNOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL AND CHOOSE 
THE GOOD, THE LAND THAT THOU ABHORREST SHALL BE 
FORSAKEN OF BOTH HER KINGS. | 


HE completion of prophecies has ever been conſidered 

as their beſt interpreter ; and many of them undoubt- 

edly, which were obſcure and imperfectly underſtood at the 

time they were delivered, have become intelligible and of eaſy 
application by their accompliſhment, But perhaps we may find 
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2 8 DISCOURSE. 1 PART I. 


reaſon to ſuſpect that the important prophecy in my text has 


not yet appeared to be of that number. Some of its characters 
indeed are ſo expreſs and pointed, that they cannot be miſtaken. 
IMMANUEL, born of a pure VIROIN, will confeſſedly apply to 
none but Chriſt. — But though his miraculous birth has ſo 
ſignally marked the perſon propheſied of; yet the various in- 
terpretations of expoſitors, perplexed with the ſubtle doctrine 
of double ſenſes, have involved the true meaning, object, and 
application of the prophecy in perhaps more than it's original 
obſcurity; and have almoſt left it doubtful, whether it has f in 
fact any relation to the perſon of Chriſt. 

Minutely to examine and refute the ſeveral 6 that 


have been given of this paſſage, is both unneceſſary and uſe- 


leſs. If we can diſcover it's true interpretation, we need not 


much concern ourſelves with thoſe that are falſe or ground- 


leſs. I will, however, beg leave to offer to your conſideration 
one objection, which equally and (I think) unanſwerably mili- 
tates againſt them all; becauſe it conteſts the following prin- 
ciple, which they all equally adopt: that though the ſecondary or 
the remote object of the prophecy might be the perſon of Chriſt ;. yet 
it's primary and immediate object was to perſuade and convince Ahaz, 
that he ſhould aſſuredly be delivered from the deſtruction he was 
threatened with by the confederate kings of Syria and Samaria. The 


objection, which is neither more nor leſs than a direct contra- 


diction of this commonly received opinion, I will endeavour to 


: illuſtrate by an example, 


When 
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When God commanded Moſes to announce to the children 
of Iſrael their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, and to 
conduct them into the promiſed land; ſtruck with the danger 
and difficulty of the enterprize, Moſes expoſtulated with God, 
and tried, by every argument he could think of, to wave the 
commiſſion. Amongſt other objections, he urged that he 
ſhould not find credit even amongſt the Iſraelites themſelves ; 
6 Behold, ſaid he, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto 
* my voice; for they will ſay, the Lord hath not appeared 
© unto thee. And the Lord ſaid unto him, What is that in 
c thine hand? And he ſaid, A Rod. And God ſaid, Caſt it on 
* the ground: and he caſt it on the ground, and it became a 
Serpent; and Moſes fled from before it. And the Lord faid, 
„Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put 
« forth his hand and caught it, and it became a Rod in his 
« hand.” Here is a Miracle wrought, a Sign exhibited, ſuf- 
ficient to remove every doubt and ſcruple, and to give Moſes 
himſelf full aſſurance of the ſucceſs of his enterprize. This 
and other Signs he is directed to do in the ſight of the people, 
that they might believe that the Lord God of their fathers 
had appeared unto him, The event was what might well be 
expected. When the people ſaw the Sigus they believed, and 
in confident gratitude to God for this divine viſitation, ney 

bowed their heads and worſhipped. 
Let us now turn our attention to the hiſtory of my text, 
and try whether we can diſcover any analogy between the 
A2 | dealings 


and ſignally fulfil his promiſes to his ſervant David . But 
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dealings of God towards Ahaz and towards the Iſraelites in 
Egypt, in circumſtances (upon the abovementioned principle) 
not very diſſimilar, 

Rezin and Pekah, the confederate kings of Syria and Sama- 
ria, had invaded Judah with a powerful army. Their pur- 


Poſe was to dethrone Ahaz, and to place his ſceptre in the 
hands of the fon of Tabeal. Alarmed at his imminent danger, 


and apparently deſtitute of every human means of reſiſting the 
invaders, Ahaz trembled not only for his crown, but for his 
exiſtence; and ſeems to have conſidered the utter deſtruction 
of himſelf and of his houſe as inevitable. In this diſtreſs, God 


commands Iſaiah to go to the affrighted king, and to take 


with him his ſon SuEAR-JAsHUB. Theſe words in the origi- 
nal import, that a remnant ſhall return ; and the child being 
introduced to Ahaz under this name, was plainly a Symbolical 
Promiſe to him, that his enemies ſhould not finally prevail, 


nor effectually execute their malicious intentions againſt him- 


ſelf and his houſe : that though their wickedneſs and impiety 
might provoke God to viſit them with many and great afflic- 
tions, vet they ſhould not be delivered over to utter exciſion; 
there ſhould ſtill be a Remnant in which God would faithfully 


this. 


* This explication is perfectly agreeable to the conditional promiſes of God to 


| David, that his poſterity, if obedient, ſhould continue to poſſeſs his throne ; if diſ- 


obedient, ſhould be chaſtened with the- rod of men ; but that his mercy ſhould not 
depart from David, as it did from Saul, ſo that his houſe ſhould be extint. And 
: | it 
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tis is not all; the prophet in the name of the Lord warns 

Ahaz, in expreſs terms, to take heed and be quiet, not to fear 
nor be fainthearted for the fierce anger of the confederate kings, 
or their evil counſel againſt him; for thus ſaith the Lord, it 
ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall it come to paſs. All this ſeems 
to have made but a weak impreſſion upon the trembling mo- 
narch: diſtracted with doubts and apprehenſions, he paid no 
regard to the admonitions of the prophet, nor repoſed any 
confidence in his poſitive promiſes of protection from the Al- 
mighty. The Lord therefore ſpake again by his prophet unto 
Ahaz, ſaying, © Aſk thee a Sign of the Lord thy God, aſk it 
either in the depth, or in the height above.” This ſolemn. 
offer ſtaggered the doubting king, and even the preſumptuous 
incredulity of Ahaz ſhrunk back at the thought of requiring 
from God himfelf that extreme teſt of his veracity. I will 
not aſk, ſaid he, neither will I tempt the Lord.” The prophet 
then addreſſing himſelf to the whole houſe of David, and to 
Ahaz as the head of it, after warmly reproving them for their 
impious diſtruſt in the promiſes of God, proclaims, © There- 
« fore the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a Sign.” — If we afk, 


for 


it ſeems probable, that Shear-jaſhub is here intended to be a ſymbolical declaration to 
Ahaz of the determined purpoſe of God to puniſh him and his houſe, if they perſiſt- 
ed in their diſobedience and impiety, with the utmolt ſeverity, till by the ſword and 

captivity they ſhould be reduced to a remnant, but that a remnant ſhould however be 
| preſerved, 2 Sam, vii. 12 — 16, — 1 Kings ii, 4, — viii. 25, Pſalm Ixxxix. 28, 
Kc. &c. 
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for what purpoſe? Expoſitors will tell us, to convince Ahaz 


of the certainty of his deliverance. Muſt we not then expect 


ſome miracle to be wrought, ſome Nod to be turned into a 


Serpent, ſome Sign to be exhibited ſufficient to force conviction 
upon the unbelieving king? for we have ſeen that he would 
not yield his belief either to the ſymbolical or expreſs declara- 


tions of the prophet: nay, Ahaz ſeems to have been in the 


very ſtate and temper in which Moſes expected to find the 
children of Iſrael, full of belief that the Lord had not ſpoken 
to the prophet. Let us try then whether we can diſcover in 


my text any traces of ſuch miracle or /ign, as might convince 


Ahaz that more than an arm of fleſh was ſtretched out for 
his immediate deliverance. | 

* Behold a VirGin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall 
* call his name IMManver.” — An extraordinary miracle, no 
doubt! but it is only foretold, and did not take place in fact 
till many centuries after Ahaz: nay, Ahaz has no aſſurance 


that it ever will happen, but the bare word of the prophet, to 


which we have ſeen how little he was diſpoſed to give credit. 
This remote event therefore, however miraculous, could be no 


Sign to Ahaz of an immediate deliverance; unleſs we will ſup-, 


poſe that his truſt and confidence in the prophet's veracity, 


would increaſe and keep pace with the ſtrangeneſs and incre- 
_ dibility of his predictions. 


Butter and honey ſhall he eat, that he may know to ref 


<« the evil and chooſe the good.” Here ſurely is nothing won- 
_ derful, 
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derful, that a child ſhould be nouriſhed with mild or delicate 
food, ſo well ſuited to it's tender years. 

„For before the child ſhall know to refuſe the evil and 
« chooſe the good, the land that thou abhorreſt ſhall be for- 
ſaken of both her kings.” Here again Ahaz has only the 
prophet's word, unauthenticated by any miracle, that his deli- 
verance ſhall take place before the child ſhall become capable 
of diſtinguiſhing good from evil. 

If we foften the terms of the text and underſtand it as ſome 
do — Behold a woman that is now a virgin ſhall marry, ſhall 
conceive, and bear a ſon, whoſe name IuMANUREL marks him 
as an expreſs type of the Meſſiah. He ſhall be nouriſhed with 
the common food of infants; but before he ſhall become ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing good from evil, thy deliverance ſhall be 
accompliſhed by the deſtruction of thine enemies. Here every 
ſymptom of a miracle is loſt. The Sign, ſo ſolemnly promiſed 
from God himſelf, is degraded into a mere Verbal promiſe of 
the prophet ; to which Ahaz would pay little regard, unleſs he 
was now become more credulous than the Ifſraelitiſh ſlaves in 
Egypt, who would not yield their belief to any thing ſhort of 
a decided miracle. 

It is clear to a demonſtration, that the typical interpretation 
of the prophecy could not contribute any thing to Ahaz's con- 
viction. Thoſe indeed who live under the light of the goſpel, 
and can find in my text a child prophetically promiſed to Ahaz 
in terms ſo lofty and myſtical, as could never yet be literally 

applied 
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applied to any but the great Saviour of the world, may thence 
(perhaps with ſome appearance of reaſon) deduce an argument 
well calculated to confirm their own faith in Chriſt. They 
may diſcover, or imagine to themſelves at leaſt, a relation be- 
tween type and antitype. They may find Chriſt foretold and 
prefigured in this typical infant, and may conceive that as the 


birth of the latter, though but in the common courſe of na- 


ture, was to be the happy omen and forerunner of Ahaz's de- 
liverance, ſo the miraculous birth of the former ſhould be the 


beginning of a much greater deliverance, -even the ſalvation 


of mankind. But Ahaz was undoubtedly ignorant of this 
typical relation, He was not informed of it by the prophet, 


nor could it poſſibly be within the reach of the human under- 


ſtanding to diſcover it, till the miraculous birth of Chriſt gave 
occaſion to apply literally to him a deſcription which could 
not be applied, unleſs in a figurative, or in a very inferior and 


humble ſenſe, to any child born in the days of Ahaz. 


But ſuppoſing that the prophet had expreſily informed Ahaz 
of this typical relation; yet he could not thence have derived 
any ſure ground of preſent hope or confidence, unleſs he had 


inverted the order of typical inference; argued from the anti- 
type to the type; from the future, but diſtant, birth of the 


Meſſiah, to the birth of a child that was immediately to take 
place; and concluded that as the former, after the lapſe of many 
centuries, would uſher into the world redemption and ſalvation 


to mankind, ſo the latter would be to himſelf a ſure pledge of 
preſent 
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preſent ſafety and deliverance from his enemies. However 
ſtrange and inadmiſſible this reaſoning may appear, yet diſ- 
guiſed under the colouring of ſophiſtry it is the ſubſtance of 
ſome ſpecious explications of my text. 

Let us now then ſuppoſe Ahaz thus to argue the matter 
with the prophet. 

You tell me that I ſhall aſſuredly be delivered from the dangers 
that now ſo nearly threaten me. But my ſituation and circum- 
ſtances are ſo diſtreſsful and deſperate, that ſuch a deliverance 
ſeems almoſt, if not altogether, hopeleſs and incredible. 

D aſſume the ſacred character of a prophet; you charge me in the 
name of the Lord to take heed and be quiet; and to repoſe, without fear 

or diſmay, my reliance upon God for protection. Would you then 
perſuade me preſumptuouſly to expect to be ſaved by a miracle; 
while I am neglecting every human means of ſafety which 
providence has already entruſted to my direction? 

You bid me then to aſe of God a Sign, even ſuch an one as s I 
myſelf may think ſufficient to evince the dignity of your character, 
and the certainty of my deliverance. But if you bear indeed the 
high commiſſion you pretend to, I dare not challenge God to 
ſo dangerous a diſplay of his power; and I fear to offend him 
by even ſeeming to repoſe confidence in a vain pretender, 

You announce that the Lord himſelf therefore ſhall give me a Sign. 
But what is that mighty Sign? A child ſhall be born; and that 
muſt be a Sign to me that my deliverance ſhall take place before it 
can learn to diſtinguiſh good from evil. Is then the birth of a 

2x child 
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0 child an event ſo wonderful as to manifeſt an extraordinary 

Will interpoſition of the Almighty? Shew me indeed a child born 

1 \ . without the concurrence of a human father, and I will confeſs 

| | the finger of God: but while you pretend to aſſert the high 
dignity of your character by promiſing me a Sign from God, 
and yet refer me only to the common occurrences of every 
day's experience, I cannot but ſuſpect that your pretenſions 

are vain and groundleſs. Ceaſe then to trouble me with your 
idle admonitions. Leave me quietly to diſcharge my duty to 

a my country; and, as far as 1s in my power, to guard againſt 

1 the dangers that now threaten her, either by a prudent exer- 

tion of her natural force, or by inviting the aſſiſtance of ſuch 

powerful allies as may afford ſome proſpect of defeating the 

| malicious deſigns of my inveterate enemies. 

= | I cannot ſee (upon the common hypotheſis) what the pro- 

lf pPhet could oppoſe to this reaſoning of Ahaz: and we may 

= therefore, I think, ſafely conclude, that the object of the pro- 
25 phecy could not be in any ſenſe (primary or ſecondary, expreſs 
or typical) to convince Ahaz of the certainty of his deliver- 

I | ance; and that in fact no miracle was wrought, no Sign ex- 

| hibited, which could 1 impreſs him with“ ſuch an ex- 


pectation. 


* T have hitherto conſidered the Prophet as addreſſing himſelf perſonally to Ahaz; 
L though in the thirteenth verſe he expreſily addreſſes himſelf to the houſe of David in 
I's | the plural number, and continues that plural addreſs in the fourteenth verſe, and only 
F changes to Ahaz in the ſingular in the ſixteenth verſe, But this, I conceive, is not 
| of much conſequence. The houſe of David and Ahaz were involved in the ſame dan- 
j i : 1 ED ger, 
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ger, they were equally alarmed with it, and equally apprehenſive that the ſucceſs of 
the confederate Kings would be the extinQtion of that houſe. Now the very ſame ar- 
guments, which tend to prove that the object of the prophecy could not be to con- 
vince Ahaz of the certainty of His deliverance, and that no Miracle or Sign was exhi- 
bited, which could poſlibly impreſs Him with ſuch an expeQation, will be equally co- 
gent to prove, that the object of the prophecy could not be to convince the Hou/e of 
David of the certainty of Their deliverance ; and that no Miracle or Sign was exhibit» 
ed, which could poſſibly impreſs Them with ſuch an expeRation. 

This difference of addreſs is by ſome however thought very material ; but I think 
without (or rather contrary to) reaſon, if from thence it be inferred, that the two pre- 
dictions in my text are to be conſidered not only as diſtin, but as abſolutely uncon- 
need with, and unrelated to, each other; the prediction of the birth of Immanuel 
being addreſſed to the hou/e of David, and that of the deſtruction of the confederate 
| Kings to Ahaz only. For this total ſeparation deprives both of all mutual ſupport, 
and leaves them no other influence but what was derived from the prophetic character 
and authority of Iſaiah. This, when the prophecy was delivered, muſt have been ex- 
tremely weak and inconſiderable: for his perſon and character were plainly held in 
little or no eſtimation, either by Ahaz or the houſe of David. The former had al- 
ready betrayed a manifeſt diſtruſt of the veracity of the Prophet, when he expreſsly 
foretold, that the purpoſe of the confederate Kings ſhould not ſtand, neither ſhould 
it come to paſs:” and of the latter the Prophet, in his addreſs to them, bitterly com- 
plains, that they ** wearied not only Men but God,” undoubtedly by their Diſebeai- 
ence, Unbelief and Idolatry; the very crimes for which Ahaz was notorious, 

It is therefore, I think, plain that the change of addreſs is only intended as a mark 
of ſcorn and reſentment againſt Ahaz for his perverſe unbelief; and to introduce, with 
an air of greater ſolemnity, a ſerious expoſtulation with the houſe of David upon their 
- multiplied offences. This expoſtulation bears a great reſemblance to thoſe of God 
with their rebellious anceſtors in the Wilderneſs : and we ſhall preſently ſee that, like 
them, it concludes with a moſt unequivocal demonſtration of his protecting care over 
that ungrateful houſe, even with holding out to them a miraculous Siga for their con- 
_ viſion, | 


B2 r 


SE HCO VUELESE 
a” 
N eminent prelate, in his new tranſlation of. the pro- 


phecy of Iſaiah, has in my text adopted a reading re- 
commended by a learned Friend; who begins his defence of it 


with complaining, that though ſo much has been written 


e upon this important paſſage, there is an obſcurity and in- 
e conſequence which till attends it in the general run of all 
the interpretations given to it by the moſt learned.” It had 
been well if he had been as happy in removing, as he was 


right in remarking, this obſcurity. But his expoſition, beſides 
being clogged with moſt of the difficulties that may juſtly be 
objected to preceding ones, has unfortunately made the pro- 


phet inconſiſtent with himſelf, and the pr ef inapplicable 


to the perſon of Chriſt. 


The moſt material difference hetween his and former expo- 
poſitions ariſes from tranſlating a Hebrew particle in the fif- 


teenth verſe by the word war, inſtead of THaT. In the 
common verſion we read, Butter and honey ſhall he eat that 


he may know to refuſe the evil and choole the good ;” 
| in 
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in the new one, © Butter and honey ſhall he eat when he ſhalt 
know to refuſe what is evil and to chooſe what is good.“ 
Here we are told that butter and honey are delicacies in the 
eaſt, and therefore put to denote a ſtate of plenty. If then 
we conſider my text as a prediction of the birth of Chriſt and 
of his condition of life, we muſt underſtand that from the 
time of his emerging out of a ſtate of infancy, when he ſhould: 
be capable of diſtinguiſhing good from evil, he ſhould eat but- 
ter and honey, he fhould live in plenty and abundance, in the 
enjoyment of delicacies and luxuries. I may refer you to the 
_ evangeliſts for information, how far this deſcription is appli- 
cable to our Redeemer. "XY | 
hut if we interpret the text of a child then ſhortly to be 
born; whoſe birth was to be a Siga to Ahaz of his approach- 
ing deliverance from his enemies; the meaning will be, that 
this child, when he ſhould be capable of diſtinguiſhing good 
from evil, ſhould live in the midſt of plenty. The reaſon, we 
are told, is aſſigned in the ſixteenth verſe; becauſe before that 
time the confederate kings of Syria and Samaria, who then 
deſolated the land of Judah, ſhould be deſtroyed, and the 
bleſſings of peace and plenty be again reſtored. The deſtruc- 
tion of thoſe kings actually took place in the third or fourth 
year of Ahaz's, reign. Ahaz reigned ſixteen years. Therefore 
according to this learned perſon's expoſition, the prophet, to 
comfort and eneourage Ahaz, here foretels to him, that the 
land of Judah ſhall enjoy peace, proſperity, and abundance of 
3 all 
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all good things in the laſt ten or twelve years of his reign. 


But in the verſes immediately following my text, the prophet 
flatters Ahaz with no ſuch hopes. He there tells him that 


the Lord ſhall bring upon him, and upon his people, and 
upon his father's houſe, days that have not come, from the 


day that Ephraim departed from Judah. That he and his 
people ſhall be afflicted and diſtreſſed, the land waſte and bar- 
ren, and it's moſt fertile parts uncultivated and overrun with 
briers and thorns. In ſhort, Iſaiah has uſed expreſſions, 
ſtrong as prophetic language could furniſh, to deſcribe the 


miſery and deſolation of that devoted country in the days of 
Ahaz. The hiſtory of Ahaz's reign, in the book of chronicles, 


but too faithfully reſembles this uncomfortable picture. 


From theſe obſervations I would draw the following ſhort 
inference, by way of apology for offering any thing to your 
conſideration upon a paſſage, which has already been the ſub- 
ject of ſo much diſcuſſion. The imperfections in this learned 
perſon's expoſition, and his complaints of obſcurity in all 


preceding ones, afford a. ſtrong preſumption that my text is 


not yet rightly underſtood, and therefore it cannot be thought 


impertinent or needleſs to attempt a more intelligible and con- 


ſiſtent explication of it. | 
The great ſource of the obſcurity complained of is, I ap- 
prehend, a miſconception of the object and deſign of the pro- 


phecy. Interpreters univerſally repreſent it as ſpoken to 


Ahaz to perſuade and convince him that he ſhould aſſuredly 
: be 
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be delivered from an invaſion which then menaced him with 
utter deſtruction *. 

Having already attempted to refute this opinion, I will 
now endeavour to ſhew you that it had a very different object. 

That it is a diſtin and literal prediction of the birth of __ 
unembarraſſed with double ſenſes : 

That it is deſcriptive In in part at _ ) both of his dignity and 
humiliation : 

That it neither had nor was meant to have any completion but in 
his perſon : 

And that a Sign (a miraculous Si gn, "if the literal prediction of 
future events be miraculous) is therein held out to Ahaz and the 
houſe of David, not only to evince to them the certainty of this ex- 
traordinary birth, but to inſpire them with an aſſured hope and ex- 
pectation that the line of David ſhould never fail till this wonder ful. 
prophecy had received it's full accompliſhment. 
Alfter what has been ſaid, I am perfuaded that a ſimple pa- 
raphraſe of my text will afford a very ſatisfactory evidence of 
every one of theſe aſſertions. But I muſt firſt beg leave to 
make a ſmall alteration in our common tranſlation. It will 
not, I hope, be thought an unpardonable liberty, if I venture to 
tranſlate a Hebrew article which occurs in two material places 
of my text by the ſame Engliſh article in both places. Before 
VIRGIN in the fourteenth verſe, the Hebrew article is tranſ- 

lated 


Or to the Houſe of David to perſuade and convince hm that They ſhould aſſuredly. 
be delivered from an invaſion which then menaced em with utter deſtruction. 
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lated by the Engliſh indefinite article (A) : Behold A vircin 


| ſhall conceive. In the ſixteenth verſe before ch the ſame 


Hebrew article is tranſlated by the definite article (Tux): For 
before THE CHIID. This reading evidently reſtrains the in- 


terpretation of this verſe to the child juſt ſpoken of in the 


fourteenth and fifteenth verſes. I would here again tranſlate 


it by the indefinite article, and read, For before A ILD. This 
will leave us at liberty (and I preſume we ſhall find very good 


reaſon for it) to underſtand this verſe of ſome other CHILD *. 
I now proceed to explain to you as diſtinctly as I can in a 

kind of paraphraſe what I conceive to be the true interpreta- 

tion of my text. 3 

When Ahaz, doubting and irreſolute, declined to aſk of 

God a Sign of his deliverance; the prophet, deeming his infi- 

delity incurable, and diſdaining, as it were, farther conference 


with a prince who by this perverſe unbelief was become un- 


worthy his concern, ſolemnly addreſſes himſelf .to the whole 
houſe of David. Hear ye now, O houſe of David, is it a 
« ſmall thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my. 
« God alſo?” Is it not enough that ye neglect and deſpiſc 

5 e the 


That the prophet here intends a different child from that ſpoken of in the four- 
teenth and fifteenth verſes ſeems likely, becauſe, 1ſt. if he had meant the ſame child 
he would probably have expreſſed himſelf by the verb in the third perſon here, as he 
had already done in the fifteenth verſe (thus, for before he ſhall know) this would have 
left no room for doubt about his meaning. 2dly. If he had rejected this mode of ex- 
preſſion, yet ſurely he would have denoted the ſame child by the ſame term in the four. 
teenth and fixteenth verſes, But JA in the former properly ſignifies sox, and J 
in the latter ILD. This change of terms ſeems to imply a difference of perſons, 


Parr II. DISCOURSE. 17 


the admonitions and exhortations of your teachers, and ſcorn- 
fully reject thoſe who labour to inſtru and reform you? 
But will ye by your obſtinate unbelief provoke the diſpleaſure 
of your God? Will no warnings awake, no kindneſſes ſoften, . 
no promiſes perſuade you? Have ye forgotten God's tender. 
mercies of old? Has he not © ſworn by himſelf that he will 
_ © never fail David?” Or think ye that his arm is waxed ſhort, 
and that his power and providence are no longer able to pro- 
tect you againſt your inſulting enemies? Has he not ſaid, that 
<« the ſeed of David ſhall endure for ever, and that his throne - 
ee ſhall be as the days of heaven?” and can ye now fear that 
his houſe ſhall be extinct, and his throne filled by a ſtranger, , 
the ſon of TABEAL? Your unbelief may provoke God to anger, 
but it can never defeat his purpoſe. Your obſtinacy may call 
down his judgements upon yourſelves, but know notwith- 
ſtanding that the line of David ſhall never fail till the promiſed. 
ſeed ſhall come. And now (though your unbelief makes you 
little worthy of this grace from an offended God, yet) he will 
not only condeſcend to inform you more fully concerning the 
Birth and Character of that extraordinary perſon; but out of 
compaſſion to your weakneſs he will meet your dangers with 
his protecting arm, and your mcredulity with a Sign, which 
may and ought to convince you, that he is ever true and 
faithful to his promiſe. 
„ Behold, in the Fulneſi of Time, a Vrxom ſhall conceive and 

« bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name Inmanver.” This 
c illuſtrious 
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illuſtrious offspring of David ſhall not come into the world in 
the ordinary courſe of human generation; He ſhall be born of 
a pure Virgin, and ſhall eminently-be the Seed of the Woman. He 
ſhall be too, what his name imports, GOD with US. Though 


his divine nature infinitely tranſcends the weak and periſhing 


conſtitution of man, yet he ſhall vouchſafe under a human 
form to vi/it, inſtruct, protect and govern the children and 
houſhold of his. Servant David. His exalted perfections in- 
deed may well be ſuppoſed to be exempt from human frailties; 
yet he ſhall not aſſume that privilege. He ſhall not only ap- 
pear in faſhion as a man, but he ſhall humble himſelf under 
the infirmities of our nature. He ſhall not even be a ſtranger 


to the weakneſſes of childhood. Butter and honey ſhall he 


« eat that he may know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the 


good.“ His infancy ſhall require to be nurſed with the 


ſame tender care as that of the frail offspring of man; and the 


PF | fame mild and delicate food ſhall be neceſſary to his growth 


in ſtature and 'wiſdom. This humble and affectionate conde- 
ſcenſion may well ſeem to you ſtrange and unaccountable. It 
is indeed wonderful; but neither impgſible, nor incredible. For 
by this Sign, which God himſelf now holds out to you, ye 


may aſſuredly know that this exalted perſon, this promiſed Seed, 


ſhall in his appointed time graciouſly vouchſafe to bleſs his 


people with this divine viſitation. © Before a CHIIp ſhall 
*« know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the good, the land that 


ce thou abhorreſt ſhall be forſaken of both her Kings,” In 
He © | leſs 
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leſs time than A chr can be begotten, born, and become ca- Wo 


pable of diſtinguiſhing good from evil, thoſe two kings, who 
now menace you with inſtant and apparently unavoidable de- 
ſtruction, ſhall loſe both, their kingdoms and their lives. If 
this come not to paſs, then ſay that the Lord hath not ſpoken 
by me. But when ye ſee your delrverance, now ſo hopeleſs; 
_ accompliſhed, both in time and circumſtances, according to 
my word, it will then be the indiſpenſable duty both of you 
and your children; with humble and implicit confidence, to 
expect, and look forward to, God's appointed time for diſ- 
playing to the world this myſterious diſpenſation. 
Ihbus it appears that my text conſiſts of two diſtinct parts. 

The two firſt verſes contain an expreſs and literal prediction 
of the Birth and Character of Chriſt; the laſt verſe holds out 
| a- prophetic Sign, whoſe completion (fo ſoon to take place) 
ſhould give fall aſſurance to Ahaz and the houſe of David 
that the preceding prophecy concerning the Meſſiah ſhould i in 
due time be punctually ful filled. 

It was not then in the prophet's intention to Arne longer 
with the perverſe and unconquerable incredulity of. Ahaz and 
his houſe. It was comparatively of ſmall importance to allay 
their fears, or to demonſtrate to Them the- certainty of a deli- 
verance which was almoſt immediately to be accompliſhed. 
But this illuſtrious prediction of the Birth of the Mgsstan 
was of high and unſpeakable conſequence, not only to the 
houſe of David, but to the general intereſts of religion in all 

| 63. - ſucceeding 


20 = AY 18 COURS E. Pant IL, 
ſucceeding ages. And it was with the utmoſt propriety that 


the prophet reſted the evidence and expectation of it upon a 
deliverance, which impotence and deſpair had then regealented 
as utterly hopeleſs and incredible. 


That this is the true interpretation of my text will farther 
appear from what follows. The prophet concludes his diſ- 
courſe to Ahaz with denouncing upon him and his people, 


notwithſtanding their deliverance from their preſent danger, 


grievous aftlictions for their wickedneſs and unbelief. No 
ſooner is their interview ended than the prophet is command- 
ed by God himſelf to take a great roll, and to wwrzze in it con- 


cerning MAHER-8HALAL-HASH-BAZ. This is manifeſtly the 
CHILD alluded to in the laſt verſe of my text; and his name 


importing to make haſte to the ſpoil, and run ſwiftly to the 
prey, he is evidently a ſymbolical promiſe that the enemies of 
Judah ſhall ſoon become a ſpoil and a prey. The writing is 
an expreſs republication of the prophetic Sigu held out to the 
houſe of David in the laſt verſe of my text ; which is here 


with great ſolemnity recorded, and atteſted by faithful witneſſes, 


Uriah the prieſt, and Zechariah the ſon of Jeberechiah. This 


atteſted Record is meant, not only to mark this prophetic Sign 
with peculiar diſtinction, but to be a ſtanding evidence to the 


houſe of David that God propoſed it to them at a time when 
the deſtruction of the confederate kings was highly improbable. 
This Record contains an account of Iſaiah's gaing in unto the 
propheteſs, his prediction that ſhe. ſhall, bear a ſon, whoſe 


name 
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name, by God's eſpecial direction, muſt be called ManER- sHA- 
LAL-HASH-BAZ; and laſtly, his recital of the prophetic Sign 
held out in the laſt verſe of my text, that ** before Mauxk-sHn4- 
© LAL-HASH-BAZ ſhall know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the 
* good, the land that Ahaz abhors ſhall be forſaken of both 
her kings;” or as it is here ſomewhat differently, but more 
definitely, expreſſed, © before he ſhall have knowledge to cry, 
my Father and my Mother, the riches of Damaſcus and the 
e ſpoil of Samaria ſhall be taken away befure the king of Aſ- 

« ſyria . 

How exactly this prophetic Sign had it's completion appears 
from the hiſtory of theſe tranſactions in the books of kings 
and chronicles; there we find that about the end of Jotham's 
reign the confederate kings of Syria and Samaria were making 
preparations to invade Judah ; that the invaſion (which gave 
occaſion to this remarkable interview between Ahaz and 
Iſaiah) actually took place in the beginning of Ahaz's reign; 
that about the third year of Ahaz, Rezin the king of Syria 
was ſlain, his capital Damaſcus was taken, and an end was 
put to his kingdom; that the kingdom of Samaria was invaded, 
her towns and provinces waſted and plundered, and many of 
her inhabitants were carried away into captivity by the xx of 
As8SYRIA: 


That IMMANUEL born of a visc1n was not in any ſenſe intended as a Sign, 

either to Ahaz or the Houſe of David, of their approaching deliverance from their 
enemies, ſeems evident; becauſe He is not ſo much as mentioned here, when the 
prophet in ſuch ſolemn form 1s foretelling the ſpeedy deſtruction of the confederate 
Kings both by a fymbolical Infant, and in expreſs words, 


_ 
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 AsSYRIA: and that in the fourth year of Ahaz, Pekah the 


king of Samaria was perfidiouſly aſſaſſinated by his ſubject and 
ſucceſſor Hoſhea the fon of Elah. ſo that the Sign which God 


had promiſed was literally and eminently complete before it 
was poſſible that ManER-SMALAL-HAsH-BAZ ſhould have any 


rational uſe of language. 
It is unneceſſary to detain you longer by enlarging upon 
the conſiſtency, of the foregoing explication with the hiſtory 


of the times, or the particular circumſtances of Iſaiah's in- 


terview with Ahaz; this, I am perſuaded, has abundantly ap- 
peared in the courſe of what has already been advanced. But 
I would remark, that this expoſition is not more agreeable to 
the context than to the common uſe and conſtruction of language; 
which ſeem to be ſtrangely violated by almoſt every inter- 
preter that conſiders the prophecy as meant to convince Ahaz 


of the certainty of his deliverance. When two propoſitions 
are connected by the word For, the latter is commonly un- 


derſtood to alledge ſome reaſon or ground of our aſſent to the 


former. In my text there are two diſtinct propoſitions, pre- 


dicting two very different events; the BixzTa of IMmManuer: 


and the deſtruction of the confederate kings; the former in 


the fourteenth and fifteenth verſes (where the fifteenth verſe 
mult evidently be conſidered as purely incidental, and as only 


a part of the principal propoſition) and the latter in the ſix- 


teenth verſe. Theſe propoſitions are connected by the word 
Fox. And the prophet plainly expreſſes himſelf in this order, 
— IMMANUEL 
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— IMMANUEL ſhall be born of a VIROIN, Fox the confederate . 
kings ſhall ſpeedily be deſtroyed. — But Interpreters have unac- 
countably inverted this order, and underſtood the paſſage as 
if the prophet had ſaid to Ahaz, — Thou ſhalt afſuredly be deli- 
vered, or the confederate kings ſhall ſpeedily be deſtroyed, Fox I- 
MANUEL ſhall be born of@VIRGIN, — This remark needs no 
comment. | | 

I will therefore only obſerve farther, that, if the interpreta- 
tion now offered to you is admitted, we need not have recourſe 
to the doctrine of accommodation in order to vindicate St. 
Matthew; ſince he only applies literally to CHRIST, what ſo 
many centuries before was literally predicted of him. 
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